
Janet Mock has an enviable  
career, a supportive man, and  

a fabulous head of hair. But  
she’s also got a remarkable secret 

that she’s kept from almost  
everyone she knows: Until she  

was 18, Janet was a boy  
As told to Kierna Mayo   

Photographed by Perry Hagopian
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“If I changed 
next to you  
in the locker 
room, you 
wouldn’t 
doubt you 
were in the 
company  
of a woman.”
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FROM TOP:  
The notice  
Janet placed  
in a Hawaiian 
newspaper 
declaring her 
legal name 
change; Charles 
Mock in the 
seventh grade; 
Janet, as she 
was known  
by then, at her  
high school 
graduation. 
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